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August 8, 2018

Kristen Sadtler 
Water Enforcement Manager 
VA DEQ - Central Office 
P.O. Box 1105 
Riclunond, VA 23218 

Dear Ms. Sadtler: 

On behalf of the Chesapeake Conservancy, thank you for the opportunity to 
respond to the Proposed Special Order By Consent for Violations at Virginia 
True Golf Course, promulgated by the Virginia Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ). While we appreciate DEQ's investigation of the repeated 
violations that have occurred in conjunction with this project, we believe the 
proposed consent order falls short in three key areas: an insufficient civil 
assessment, no requirement to replant trees that were uprooted and burned during 
the illegal clearing, and no plan to require an undisturbed forested setback to 
prevent future collapses of the adjacent high bluffs known as Fones Cliffs. 

As we pointed out in a June 2018 letter to DEQ Director David Paylor, Fones 
Cliffs is a nationally significant feature along the Rappahannock River. In its 
Conservation Strategy for the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic 
Trail (Trail), the National Park Service (NPS) identifies Fones Cliffs as a "high 
potential historic site" and specifically as a "significant voyage stop in a setting 
that is highly evocative of the 17th century." It was August 1608 when the 
Rappahannock Tribe first encountered John Smith at Fones Cliffs, and the 
interaction is vividly captured in Smith's journal. In 2016, researchers from St. 
Mary's College of Maryland documented Fones Cliffs and its environs as part of 
the Indigenous Cultural Landscape of the Rappahannock Tribe, who received 
Federal recognition in 2018. 

The mission of the Chesapeake Conservancy is directly aligned with promoting 
and defending the Trail, especially those iconic locations like Fones Cliffs that 
NPS has identified as being especially important in telling the story of early 
North American explorers and the tribes they encountered. 

The fact that archeological resources were present on the property was made part 
of the public record when it was proposed for a conservation easement by 
Virginia Outdoors Foundation in October 2013. In January 2018, soon after the 
illegal clearing was discovered, the Chesapeake Conservancy publicly implored 
Virginia True Corporation to allow access for archeological investigations before 
any further damage could occur. That request was ignored. 




































