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July 25, 2014 
 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell              
Secretary                     
U.S. Department of the Interior              
1849 C Street, N.W.                  
Washington, DC 20240                
 
The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 
As a member of the Virginia General Assembly, I am writing in strong support of the Rivers of 
the Chesapeake collaborative proposal, which seeks to protect significant landscapes in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared conservation goals. The Chesapeake is a national 
treasure and should be a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) conservation focal area in 
the FY16 budget. 
 
The Commonwealth of Virginia has had a very ambitious land conservation agenda. Since 2010, 
we have conserved over 162,853 acres, but there are still important historic and natural areas in 
need of protection. Federal funding would leverage the Commonwealth’s ongoing commitment 
to land conservation and help us protect larger landscapes. 
 
The Rivers of the Chesapeake proposal highlights six focal areas, four of which are located, at 
least in part, in the Commonwealth of Virginia – the middle Potomac, the Rappahannock, the 
James/York/Mouth of the Bay, and the Potomac/James Headwaters. The Rappahannock River, in 
particular, has parcels in immediate need of protection. Near-term development plans threaten 
the integrity of Fones Cliffs, a landscape evocative of the 1600’s, a place of cultural importance 
to the 300 members of the Rappahannock tribe and an unspoiled wooded river corridor that is 
home to the largest concentration of bald eagles on the East Coast. The James and Potomac 
Rivers also have tremendous conservation potential for their critical historic and ecological 
resources. The focal areas put forward in this proposal will protect the Chesapeake region for 
future generations. 



 
 

 

 
Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter and commitment to protecting the 
landscapes of the Chesapeake Bay region. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
William J. Howell 
Speaker, Virginia House of Delegates 

 
cc:  The Honorable Mark Warner 
  The Honorable Tim Kaine 
  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 16, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell             The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary               Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior            U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.              1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240             Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 

As Speaker of the House of the Maryland General Assembly, I am writing in strong 
support of the Rivers of the Chesapeake collaborative proposal, which seeks to protect 
significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared conservation 
goals. The Chesapeake is a national treasure and should be a Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) conservation focal area in the FY16 budget. 

Maryland has a long history as a conservation leader in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 
Our state-funded land conservation programs have protected over 865,000 acres in 
Maryland. Nevertheless, there are still important historic and natural areas in need of 
protection. Federal funding would leverage our commitment to conservation and help 
protect larger landscapes. 

The Rivers of the Chesapeake proposal highlights five focal areas, three of which are 
located, at least in part, in the State of Maryland – the Potomac, the Nanticoke, and the 
lower Susquehanna. We would be very grateful if you would include the Chesapeake in 
your future conservation plans. Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael E. Busch Speaker 
 
cc: The Honorable Barbara Mikulski  
The Honorable Ben Cardin 
The Honorable Steny Hoyer 
 



 

 

July 16, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell             The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary               Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior            U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.              1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240             Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 
I write to support the “Rivers of the Chesapeake” collaborative proposal as a specific 
implementation action in support of the America’s Great Outdoors program and President 
Obama’s Executive Order related to the Chesapeake.  
 
I live in Virginia. I am retired from a career in the National Park Service, and familiar with such 
collaboratives in other parts of the country, and their great value. I am active in Chesapeake 
watershed activities, including being the Commonwealth of Virginia Citizen Representative on 
the Chesapeake Bay Commission, founding board member of the Chesapeake Conservancy and 
Chair, Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail Advisory Council.  
 
In 2004, in response to a request from the Congress, the National Park Service completed the 
Final Chesapeake Bay Special Resource Study and Environmental Impact Statement. In January 
2010, Assistant Secretary Fish, Wildlife and Parks Thomas L. Strickland transmitted the study to 
the Congress, and in his letter said:  
 

“The Resource Study/EIS found that the Bay is an outstanding example of a unique set of 
ecological and cultural elements with longstanding and expansive influence on the 
history and development of the United States. The Bay is unquestionably nationally 
significant...it can only truly be understood as an interconnected and interdependent 
mosaic where each part contributes to the overwhelming significance of the whole.” 

 
For several decades the United States and the Bay states have worked very hard to improve the 
water quality of the Bay. The Chesapeake Bay Commission has been an unusually effective 
construct to work with states in these efforts.  
 
In the last several years, the National Park Service and its national historic trails related to the 
Bay, the connector trails to the John Smith Trail, and the Chesapeake Gateways program have 
increased both government and citizen awareness of the myriad significant qualities of the bay 
and its watershed.  
 
Over the last 20 years or so, states and the federal government, particularly the Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Department of Defense, have made important strides forward to protect 
landscapes important to the Bay and its history and ecology. Many private land trusts, NGO’s 
and local jurisdictions have also contributed.  
 
What remains?  



 

 

 
A true watershed-wide collaborative, the purpose of which is to achieve protection of the 
ecological, cultural and recreational values of this great landscape, providing a nearly 
incredulous array of recreation opportunity and supporting good business and farming practices, 
is what remains to be done.  
 
This undertaking is critical to the long term protection of the Bay and the resources of the 
watershed on which it depends. Through judicious use of the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
combined with community assistance programs, the coordinated activities of the various federal 
agencies and their state, local and private counterparts and a phalanx of affected citizens one of 
America’s most iconic land and waterscapes can be protected and used to the benefit of the 
nation as a whole and its peoples. It is a task equal in importance to that of saving the Everglades 
and the values of the other existing large landscape collaboratives.  
 
My experience in this watershed has shown me that the desire and the ability are there.  
 
I strongly advocate the listing and funding of the Chesapeake as a LWCF Collaborative.  
 
Thank you very much.  
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
John J. Reynolds  
5059 Brook View Road  
Crozet, VA 22932 
 
cc: Jonathan B. Jarvis, Director, National Park Service 
 Michael Caldwell, Regional Director, Northeast Region, NPS 
 Lisa Mendelson-Ielmini, Acting Regional Director, National Capital Region, NPS 
 Chuck Hunt, Superintendent, Chesapeake Bay Office, NPS 
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July 15, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell   The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary     Secretary 
U.S. Department of Interior   U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street NW    1400 Independence Avenue SW 
Washington DC 20240   Washington DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 
 
On behalf of the Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs (MCIA), I write in 
strong support of the “Rivers of the Chesapeake” collaborative proposal that seeks 
to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared 
conservation goals. We believe the Chesapeake is a national treasure and should be 
a LWCF conservation focal area in the FY16 budget. 

The MCIA and the indigenous people of Maryland have a vested interest in the 
health and enjoyment and, therefore, conservation of the rivers and lands within 
the Chesapeake watershed. As the original resource stewards and river keepers, we 
cherish the watersheds such as the Nanticoke, the Potomac and the many others 
that still bear our names. We cherish the life and culture related to them. From our 
perspective, the treatment of these watersheds within the context of large 
landscape conservation of the Chesapeake watershed is essential to ensuring that 
our children and all the children of the Chesapeake for generations to come may 
thrive and enjoy these resources of our homeland. The tribes of Maryland, 
indigenous organizations and the MCIA are working on their own and with local, 
state and federal agencies and conservation organizations to support the 
conservation of this large indigenous landscape. 

The many rivers that support our nation's largest tidal estuary provide an 
innovative framework to achieve the collective land conservation and access goals 
outlined in the newly signed Chesapeake Bay Agreement, which are consistent 
with the goals in the Chesapeake Executive Order #13508 and the emphasis put on 
the region in the America’s Great Outdoors report. The Rivers of the Chesapeake 
LWCF collaborative represents a unique opportunity to provide critical resources 
to achieve these conservation goals, while leveraging present and future 
investment for a landscape-scale impact. Conservation along the focal areas 
highlighted in the proposal will help to conserve lands of natural and cultural 
significance to the tribes and decedent communities in Maryland. 
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We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural and cultural treasure and is worthy of receiving 
Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent conservation needs. Thank you 
for your time, consideration of this matter and commitment to protecting our nation’s treasured landscapes. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ashley Minner 
Acting Chair 
Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs 
 
 
 
CC:  The Honorable Martin O’Malley  

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski  
The Honorable Ben Cardin  
The Honorable Elijah Cummings  
The Honorable John Delaney 
The Honorable Donna Edwards  
The Honorable Andy Harris  
The Honorable Steny Hoyer  
The Honorable C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger  
The Honorable John Sarbanes  
The Honorable Chris Van Hollen  
The Honorable Michael Busch  
The Honorable Mike Miller  
Joseph Gill, Secretary, Maryland Department of Natural Resources  
 

 

 









 

 

 
July 21, 2014 
 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W. 1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 
 
I am writing in behalf of the Appalachian Trail Conservancy in strong support of the Rivers of the 
Chesapeake collaborative proposal, which seeks to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed to meet shared conservation goals. The Chesapeake is a national treasure and should be a 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) conservation focal area in the FY16 budget. 
 
The Appalachian Trail Conservancy has a long history of advocating on behalf of long-term protection of 
the 2,185-mile Appalachian Trail corridor and the surrounding landscape. This land base, spanning the 
Appalachian mountain region from Georgia to Maine, connects significant state and federal conservation 
lands and functions as an important flyway and migratory corridor. It also protects vital headwater streams 
for major East Coast watersheds, including the Chesapeake Bay.  
 
Proposed properties for protection in the Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF proposal include scenic and 
water quality important parcels adjacent to section of the Virginia Appalachian Trail. Federal-side LWCF 
will augment shared long-term conservation goals for the Appalachian Trail and, in turn, the greater 
Chesapeake watershed.  
 
We are very pleased that the collaborative acquisition proposal includes important tracts along the 
Appalachian Trail within the George Washington National Forest and several properties, also in Virginia, 
on Loudoun Heights, adjacent to lands recently donated to the state of Virginia to create a new state park 
next to the Trail. 
  
The many rivers that support our nation's largest tidal estuary provide an innovative framework to achieve 
the collective land conservation and access goals outlined in the newly signed Chesapeake Bay 
Agreement, which are consistent with the goals in the Chesapeake Executive Order #13508 and the 
emphasis put on the region in the America’s Great Outdoors report. The Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF 
collaborative represents a unique opportunity to provide critical resources to achieve these conservation 
goals, while leveraging present and future investment for a landscape-scale impact. 

We firmly believe both the Appalachian Trail and the Chesapeake Bay are national natural and cultural 
treasures worthy of receiving significant Land and Water Conservation Funds in FY ’16. Thank you for 
your consideration of this request and your commitment to protecting our nation’s treasured landscapes. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ron Tipton 
Executive Director 
 
 
 



July 16, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell               The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary                Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.   1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240            Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 
I am writing on behalf of Cacapon and Lost Rivers Land Trust in strong 
support of the Rivers of the Chesapeake collaborative proposal, which seeks 
to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet 
shared conservation goals. The Chesapeake is a national treasure and should 
be a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) conservation focal area in 
the FY16 budget. 
 
The Cacapon and Lost Rivers Land Trust works with local landowners to 
permanently ease land that maintains healthy rivers, protects forest and 
farmland, and preserves rural heritage. Through shared conservation efforts 
with partners and landowners within West Virginia, we have permanently 
protected 13,078 acres through 48 conservation easement agreements. 
Proposed properties for protection under the Rivers of the Chesapeake 
collaborative proposal include forests that are important for water quality 
within the Cacapon and Lost Rivers watersheds. Permanent protection of 
these properties will make steps towards shared conservational goals, and a 
healthier, more productive Chesapeake watershed.  
  
The many rivers that support our nation's largest tidal estuary provide an 
innovative framework to achieve the collective land conservation and access 
goals outlined in the newly signed Chesapeake Bay Agreement, which are 
consistent with the goals in the Chesapeake Executive Order #13508 and the 
emphasis put on the region in the America’s Great Outdoors report. The 
Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF collaborative represents a unique 
opportunity to provide critical resources to achieve these conservation goals, 
while leveraging present and future investment for a landscape-scale impact. 

We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural and cultural 
treasure and is worthy of receiving Land and Water Conservation Funds to 
act upon the watershed’s most urgent conservation needs. Thank you for your 
time, consideration of this matter and commitment to protecting our nation’s 
treasured landscapes. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Kelly Watkinson 
Executive Director 
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July 15, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell             The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary               Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior            U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.              1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240             Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 
 
On behalf of Friends of the Rappahannock, I write in strong support of the Rivers of the 
Chesapeake collaborative proposal that seeks to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed to meet shared conservation goals. We believe the Chesapeake is a national 
treasure and should be a LWCF conservation focal area in the FY16 budget. 

Friends of the Rappahannock has conserved nearly 5,000 acres in the Rappahannock River 
watershed. We remain committed to the conservation of large landscapes in our organization’s 
jurisdiction in the Chesapeake watershed. 

The many rivers that support our nation's largest tidal estuary provide an innovative framework 
to achieve the collective land conservation and access goals outlined in the newly signed 
Chesapeake Bay Agreement, which are consistent with the goals in the Chesapeake Executive 
Order #13508 and the emphasis put on the region in the America’s Great Outdoors report. The 
Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF collaborative represents a unique opportunity to provide critical 
resources to achieve these conservation goals, while leveraging present and future investment for 
a landscape-scale impact. 

We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural treasure and is worthy of receiving 
Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent conservation 
needs. Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter, and commitment to protecting our 
nation’s treasured landscapes. 

Sincerely, 

 

John Tippett 
Executive Director, Friends of the Rappahannock 

 
 
 

 
Friends of the Rappahannock 

Advocacy x Restoration x Education 
Headquarters  

3219 Fall Hill Ave.  Fredericksburg, VA  22401 ● 540-373-3448 
Tidal Office  

531 N. Church Ln. Office B, Tappahannock, VA 22560 ● 804-443-3448 
 





 

July 31, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell             The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary               Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior            U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.              1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240             Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 
 
On behalf of the Izaak Walton League of America, I write in strong support of the Rivers of the 
Chesapeake collaborative proposal that seeks to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed to meet shared conservation goals. We believe the Chesapeake is a national 
treasure and should be a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) focal area in the fiscal year 
(FY) 2016 budget. 
 
The Izaak Walton League has restored more than 6 miles of stream banks in the Susquehanna 
River and Potomac River watersheds and our volunteers regularly monitor the water quality of 
hundreds of streams throughout the Chesapeake Bay watershed. We are committed to the 
conservation of large landscapes throughout the Chesapeake region. 
 
The many rivers that support our nation's largest tidal estuary provide an innovative framework 
to achieve the collective land conservation and access goals outlined in the newly signed 
Chesapeake Bay Agreement, which are consistent with the goals in the Chesapeake Executive 
Order #13508 and the emphasis put on the region in the America’s Great Outdoors report. The 
Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF collaborative represents a unique opportunity to provide critical 
resources to achieve these conservation goals, while leveraging present and future investment for 
a landscape-scale impact. 

We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national treasure and worthy of receiving Land and 
Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent conservation needs. Thank 
you for your time and commitment to protecting our nation’s treasured landscapes. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Kovarovics 
Executive Director 
 
cc:  Mike Leahy, Conservation Director;  Leah Miller, Clean Water Program Director 



 
 
 
 
July 15, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell             The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary               Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior            U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.              1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240             Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 
I write to you on behalf of the James River Association, a river conservation organization 
dedicated to protecting “America’s Founding River”, to convey our support for the Rivers of 
the Chesapeake collaborative proposal that seeks to protect significant landscapes in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared conservation goals. The Chesapeake Bay is a 
national treasure and is highly worthy as a Land and Water Conservation Fund focal area 
in the FY16 budget. 

First, we have a track record: Land conservation has been a bright spot in our collective Bay 
restoration efforts. One of the specific goals of the Chesapeake 2000 agreement was to 
permanently protect 20 percent of the land area of the watershed in the signatory jurisdictions 
by 2010. This goal was met by mid-2009, primarily through investments made by state and 
local governments and non-profits. The overwhelming success of the Chesapeake Bay 
Program, which achieved its initial land conservation goal of protecting 20 percent of the land 
in Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia by 2010, serves as a prime example of regional actors 
working in partnership to accomplish a significant goal.  
 
Second, our landscape is of national significance: The Administration’s America’s Great 
Outdoors initiative listed the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail as a 
priority project in both Maryland and Virginia. The Captain John Smith Chesapeake National 
Historic Trail and the historic viewshed near Jamestown are currently threatened by a proposed 
power transmission line. Preserving the scenic qualities of the Chesapeake Bay watershed 
through landscape conservation is important. 
 
The many rivers that support our nation's largest tidal estuary provide an innovative 
framework to achieve the collective land conservation and access goals outlined in the 
newly signed Chesapeake Bay Agreement, which are consistent with the goals in the 
Chesapeake Executive Order #13508 and the emphasis put on the region in the America’s 
Great Outdoors report. The Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF collaborative represents a 
unique opportunity to provide critical resources to achieve these conservation goals, while 
leveraging present and future investment for a landscape-scale impact. 

Third, land conservation plays a vital role in Chesapeake Bay restoration: We are focused on 
reducing nutrient and sediment pollution and will see these efforts to success. We firmly 
believe that large-scale conservation of our region’s landscapes is vital to restoring the health 



of the Bay and our rivers, and that preserving working farms and forests, protecting the 
watershed’s character and history, and ensuring access are critical components of this success.  
 
We understand that the National Park Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau 
of Land Management and United States Forest Service submitted a proposal to the Department 
of the Interior to protect 21,000 additional acres in the watershed. We support this proposal 
and hope that the Administration’s FY16 budget will enable our region to accomplish our 
shared goals by choosing the Chesapeake as a Land and Water Conservation Fund focal area.  
 
We are extremely grateful for your consideration of our request.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 

William H. Street  
Executive Director  
James River Association 
 
cc: Justin Doyle – Outreach Manager, James River Association 
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July 24, 2014 
 

The Honorable Sally Jewell                            The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary                                                          Secretary       
U.S. Department of the Interior                       U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.                                        1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240                                   Washington, DC 20250 
 

Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 

On behalf of the Land Trust of Virginia, its members, and its Board of Directors, I write in 
strong support of the Rivers of the Chesapeake collaborative proposal that seeks to protect 
significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared conservation goals. 
We believe the Chesapeake is a national treasure and should be a Land and Water 
Conservation Fund conservation focal area in the FY16 budget. 

The Land Trust of Virginia has conserved approximately 14,000 acres in the Potomac, 
Rappahannock, and James River watersheds.  We remain committed to the conservation of 
large landscapes in our organization’s jurisdiction in the Chesapeake watershed. 

The many rivers that support our nation's largest tidal estuary provide an innovative 
framework to achieve the collective land conservation and access goals outlined in the 
newly signed Chesapeake Bay Agreement, which are consistent with the goals in the 
Chesapeake Executive Order #13508 and the emphasis put on the region in the America’s 
Great Outdoors report. The Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF collaborative represents a 
unique opportunity to provide critical resources to achieve these conservation goals, while 
leveraging present and future investment for a landscape-scale impact. 

We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural treasure and is worthy of 
receiving Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent 
conservation needs.  Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter, and 
commitment to protecting our nation’s treasured landscapes. 

Sincerely, 
 

 

John Magistro 
Acting Executive Director 
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July 21, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell             The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary               Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior                         U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.              1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240                          Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the National Parks Conservation Association in strong support of the Rivers of 
the Chesapeake collaborative proposal, which seeks to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed to meet shared conservation goals. The Chesapeake is a national treasure and should be a 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) conservation focal area in the FY16 budget. 
 
The National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) is a nonpartisan advocacy organization that is 
dedicated to protecting and enhancing America’s national parks for current and future generations. With 
more than 875,000 members and supporters across the nation, nearly 135,000 live in the Chesapeake 
watershed and benefit from the region’s 55 national parks. The Chesapeake Executive Order #13508 
implementation plan calls for renewed efforts to promote and create an additional 200 public access sites 
throughout the Chesapeake Watershed. Aligning with our mission to promote and protect public access to 
national parks, monuments, and open spaces alike, the Rivers of the Chesapeake collaborative proposal 
includes plans for over 15 new public access sights throughout the Chesapeake watershed, fulfilling 
shared federal and local conservation goals.  
 
The many rivers that support our nation's largest tidal estuary provide an innovative framework to achieve 
the collective land conservation and access goals outlined in the newly signed Chesapeake Bay 
Agreement, which are consistent with the goals in the Chesapeake Executive Order #13508 and the 
emphasis put on the region in the America’s *reaW 2XWGRRrs report. The Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF 
collaborative represents a unique opportunity to provide critical resources to achieve these conservation 
goals, while leveraging present and future investment for a landscape-scale impact. 

We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural and cultural treasure and is worthy of 
receiving Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent conservation 
needs. Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter and commitment to protecting our nation’s 
treasured landscapes.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Pamela Goddard 
Senior Manager 
Chesapeake & Virginia Program 
National Parks Conservation Association 





  

 
 
 

 
July 18, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary Secretary 
U.S. Department of Interior U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street NW 1400 Independence Avenue SW 
Washington DC 20240 Washington DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 
 
On behalf of the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust, I write in strong 
support of the Rivers of the Chesapeake collaborative proposal that seeks to 
protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet 
shared conservation goals. We believe the Chesapeake is a national treasure 
and should be a LWCF conservation focal area in the FY16 budget.  
 
The Northern Virginia Conservation Trust serves the six counties of Northern 
Virginia. We are committed to conserving nature in this increasingly high-
density area, protecting water quality, and working with our partners to 
protect the streams and rivers of the Chesapeake Watershed that flow 
through our counties, the Potomac River, and beyond. We are a 20-year-old 
land trust working cooperatively with county governments to help them 
achieve their open space plans as we achieve our mission. Specifically, we 
are working now in Fairfax County to protect the 400-acre Belmont Bay 
Farm. This project would benefit directly from the approved River of the 
Chesapeake Collaborative.  
 
The many rivers that support our nation's largest tidal estuary provide an 
innovative framework to achieve the collective land conservation and access 
goals outlined in the newly signed Chesapeake Bay Agreement, which are 
consistent with the goals in the Chesapeake Executive Order #13508 and the 
emphasis put on the region in the America’s Great Outdoors report. The 
Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF collaborative represents a unique 
opportunity to provide critical resources to achieve these conservation 
goals, while leveraging present and future investment for a landscape-scale 
impact. 
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We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural and cultural treasure, and is worthy 
of receiving Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent 
conservation needs. Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter, and commitment to 
protecting our nation’s treasured landscapes. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Peggy Stevens 
Executive Director 
 
 
cc: 
Senator Tim Kaine 
Senator Mark R. Warner 
Representative Gerry Connolly 
Representative Jim Moran 
Representative Rob Wittman 
Representative Frank R. Wolf 
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P.O. Box 1565 

Warsaw, VA 22572 
 

804-366-6851 
 

 
 
July 16, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell             The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary               Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior            U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.              1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240             Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Rappahannock Wildlife Refuge Friends Group in strong support of 
the Rivers of the Chesapeake collaborative proposal, which seeks to protect significant 
landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared conservation goals. The Chesapeake 
is a national treasure and should be a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) conservation 
focal area in the FY16 budget. 
 
The many rivers that support our nation's largest tidal estuary provide an innovative framework 
to achieve the collective land conservation and access goals outlined in the newly signed 
Chesapeake Bay Agreement, which are consistent with the goals in the Chesapeake Executive 
Order #13508 and the emphasis put on the region in the America’s *reaW 2XWGRRrs report. The 
Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF collaborative represents a unique opportunity to provide critical 
resources to achieve these conservation goals, while leveraging present and future investment for 
a landscape-scale impact. 

We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural and cultural treasure and is worthy of 
receiving Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent 
conservation needs. Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter and commitment to 
protecting our nation’s treasured landscapes. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ann Graziano 
President 
 









 

July 22, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell    
Secretary  
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street NW  
Washington DC 20240 
 
The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue SW 
Washington DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 
 
On behalf of the Susquehanna Gateway Heritage Area, I write in strong support of 
the Rivers of the Chesapeake collaborative proposal that seeks to protect 
significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared 
conservation goals. We believe the Chesapeake is a national treasure and should 
be a LWCF conservation focal area in the FY16 budget. 
 
The Susquehanna Gateway Heritage Area has worked with our partners to 
conserve 368 acres in the Susquehanna River watershed. Specifically, we have 
developed the Susquehanna Heritage Park – a signature park, heritage site and 
education center that showcases the historic, cultural and environmental resources 
of the lower Susquehanna River and Chesapeake Bay. Located in the river bluffs 
south of Wrightsville, Pennsylvania, the park includes multiple properties, such as 
Highpoint Scenic Vista and Recreation Area and two Native American heritage 
sites that are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. We are also 
undertaking a $1.48 million enhancement project at our office, the Zimmerman 
Center for Heritage, providing needed public recreational access to the lower 
Susquehanna River.  
 
In our role as a regional advocate for protection of cultural and natural resources, 
the Susquehanna Gateway Heritage Area is working with local, state and national 
partners to help conserve thousands of acres in the Susquehanna River Watershed 
for outdoor learning and adventure. Through our partnership with Lancaster County 
Conservancy, and PA DCNR, we have worked with PPL on an historic agreement 
that will permanently protect 1,200 acres in the Lower Susquehanna. LWCF funding 
will provide the opportunity to further expand this land preservation effort. We also 
played a key role in helping save Camp Security, a 150-acre historic site, significant 
for its role as a Revolutionary War prisoner of war camp, at the headwaters of a 
tributary to the Susquehanna River. We remain committed to the conservation of 



 

large landscapes in the Susquehanna’s critically important share of the 
Chesapeake watershed. 
 
The many rivers that support our nation's largest tidal estuary provide an innovative 
framework to achieve the collective land conservation and access goals outlined 
in the newly signed Chesapeake Bay Agreement, which are consistent with the 
goals in the Chesapeake Executive Order #13508 and the emphasis put on the 
region in the America’s Great Outdoors report. The Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF 
collaborative represents a unique opportunity to provide critical resources to 
achieve these conservation goals, while leveraging present and future investment 
for a landscape-scale impact. 
We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural treasure and is worthy of 
receiving Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most 
urgent conservation needs. Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter, 
and commitment to protecting our nation’s treasured landscapes. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Mark Platts 
President 
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July 24, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell, Secretary The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior  U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.    1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240   Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 
 
On behalf of The Nature Conservancy’s programs in Virginia and Maryland, we are writing to offer our 
strong support for including the Rivers of the Chesapeake as one of the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) collaborative projects in the President’s budget for fiscal year 2016.   The Nature 
Conservancy has deep roots in land conservation efforts around the Chesapeake Bay, and such work 
will remain central to our larger conservation strategies in this landscape well into the future.   Much of 
that protection work has been accomplished in close partnership with federal agencies, most notably 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at Blackwater, Eastern Shore of Virginia, and Rappahannock River 
Valley National Wildlife Refuges.    
 
Much of the discussion and attention on the Chesapeake Bay has been focused on addressing the Bay’s 
serious water quality impairments.   While such a focus is understandable, we also need to appreciate, 
value, and protect the many healthy and intact habitats found along the Bay and its tributaries.    These 
special places remain the heart of the Bay and their protection is essential to the Bay’s continued 
resilience and its ultimate restoration.   The need to focus on land protection is well reflected in the 
recently-signed Chesapeake Bay Agreement, Executive Order #13508 Strategy for Protecting and 

Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and by America’s Great Outdoors report.  By targeting 
actions, encouraging cooperation, and providing a blueprint for ambitious but achievable at-scale 
success, the Rivers of the Chesapeake LWCF collaborative project will provide badly needed resources 
to achieve these and other established conservation objectives.    
 
We firmly believe that the Chesapeake Bay is a natural and cultural treasure and is worthy of receiving 
Land and Water Conservation Funds to seize on the watershed’s many pressing and increasingly 
fleeting conservation opportunities.   As such, we urge you to include the Rivers of the Chesapeake 
collaborative in the FY2016 budget and to accelerate your departments’ proud record of 
accomplishment in this iconic landscape.  Thank you for your consideration of this important request. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Michael Lipford    Elizabeth Gray 
Virginia Director    Maryland Director 

The Nature Conservancy in Virginia 
490 Westfield Road 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 

The Nature Conservancy in Maryland 
5410 Grosvenor Lane, Suite 100 
Bethesda, MD 20814 



Virginia Council of Trout Unlimited 
8644 Rivers Edge Lane, Weyers Cave, VA  24486 

(540) 234-9743 • email: martaefan3@verizon.net • http://www.vctu.org 

 

 
  Graham Simmerman 
  President, Virginia Council of Trout Unlimited 

  Elizabeth Maclin 
  Vice President for Eastern Conservation, Trout Unlimited 

July 31, 2014 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell                 The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary                     Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior               U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.                   1400 Independence Ave., S.W.  
Washington, DC 20240                 Washington, DC 20250 
 
Re:   Rivers of the Chesapeake FY16 LWCF Collaborative Funding Proposal 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 
On behalf of Trout Unlimited (TU), we write in strong support of the Rivers of the Chesapeake 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) collaborative funding proposal that seeks to 
protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. The Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is a national treasure highly worthy as a LWCF focal area in the FY16 budget. We are 
particularly pleased with this proposal’s focus on headwaters conservation in Virginia and 
firmly believe that targeting LWCF funds in this area will advance our work protecting and 
restoring wild trout populations there.   
 
This proposal’s “Headwaters Focus Area” (HFA), which covers a large swath of western 
Virginia from Roanoke north to Winchester, includes some of the best trout habitat and trout 
fishing opportunity in the Commonwealth. Nearly half of all coldwater streams—streams that 
contain or likely contain wild trout—designated by the Virginia Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries are within or cross the boundaries of the HFA. Sixty‐two percent of all brook 
trout habitat in Virginia falls within the HFA, including most of the best habitat: 26 of 36 
subwatersheds rated as having “intact” brook trout populations by the Eastern Brook Trout 
Joint Venture in Virginia are within or intersect the boundaries of the HFA.  In short, the 
significance of this region to Virginia’s wild trout resource cannot be overstated.  
 
Nine of the specific parcels proposed for acquisition as part of this proposal would benefit 
native brook trout populations, as they include lands with frontage on, or that drain to, brook 
trout‐bearing streams. Three of these fall within the Shenandoah River watershed, where TU 
has operated a Home Rivers Initiative since 2008. The others are situated in the James River 
watershed, where TU hopes to launch a Home Rivers Initiative soon. Through these initiatives, 
TU works with partners such as federal and state agencies, local governments, NGOs, and 
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private landowners to restore habitat for wild trout. The George Washington and Jefferson 
National Forest and Shenandoah National Park are two such partners. Moreover, the service 
areas of 6 local TU chapters fall within the HFA. These chapters are partners in Home Rivers 
Initiatives and also work independently on their own conservation projects. 
 
In addition to advancing TU’s work in Virginia, Rivers of the Chesapeake will also advance the 
goals of several collaborative efforts of which TU is a part. One example is the new Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed Agreement, signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy on behalf of the Federal 
Government, which includes goals and outcomes for brook trout habitat restoration, land 
conservation, and public access. Rivers of the Chesapeake will help put partners on track to 
achieve these goals and outcomes. The Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture’s Action Strategies, 
another example of a collaborative conservation effort, calls for the, “protection of critical brook 
trout habitat on private land” in Virginia. Rivers of the Chesapeake would do exactly that.    
 
We encourage you to make Rivers of the Chesapeake a LWCF Collaborative Landscape in FY16. 
Thank you for your consideration of this request and for the constructive partnerships your 
Departments have developed with TU in Virginia over the years.   
 
Sincerely, 

 

     
Graham Simmerman            Elizabeth Maclin 
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