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The Honorable Sally Jewell 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

The Honorabl
Secretary 
U.S. Departm
1400 Indepen
Washington, 

e Tom Vilsack 

ent ofAgriculture 
dence Avenue, S.W. 
DC 20250 

Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 

I am writing to convey support for the Rivers of the ChesapeaJre collaborative proposal, with lead 
funding provided by the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). I understand that to be 
considered for FY15 federal funding, applications must compete against more than a dozen other 
landscapes across the country that have been selected to submit a proposal. I sincerely urge you to 
select the Chesapeake application. 

Land conservation has been a bright spot in our collective Bay restoration efforts. One of the specific 
goals of the Chesapeake 2000 agreement was to permanently protect twenty percent of the land area 
of the watershed in the signatory jurisdictions by 2010. This goal was met by mid-2009, primarily 
through investments made by state and local governments and non-profits. This success serves as an 
excellent example of the effectiveness of our regional collaboration. We are also working to 
incorporate a strong land conservation goal in the next iteration of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
agreement being considered by the jurisdictions and federal agencies. 

Since 2000, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources has utilized over $315 million to 
conserve 76,000 acres to achieve our statewide outdoor public recreation, ecological preservation and 
water quality goals. This includes an investment of over $44 million to preserve approximately 
43,000 acres in the Middle Potomac and BlackwaterlNanticoke River proposed focus areas. Both 
areas score in the highest tier in terms of ecology and outdoor recreation. Even in these tough 
financial times, my administration has made sure that funding is secured annually through the state's 
Program Open Space for land conservation and public access. We hope federal LWCF dollars will be 
invested to leverage our commitment to conservation. 

There are many reasons to select the Chesapeake. President Obama's Chesapeake Executive Order 
#13508 recognized the Bay as a national treasure and the America's Great Outdoors initiative listed 
the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail and Harriet Tubman as priority projects. 
In addition, the Chesapeake Bay region is subject to the largest total maximum daily load (TMDL) in 
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this nation's history. We are focused on reducing nutrient and sediment pollution and finnly believe 
that large-scale conservation is vital to restoring the health of the Bay and our rivers. Preserving 
working fanns and forests, protecting the watershed's wildlife, character and history, anc;l ensuring 
public access are critical components ofsuccess. 

We understand that the National Park Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land 
Management and US Forest Service submitted a proposal to the Department of the Interior to protect 
17,000 additional acres in the watershed. We have worked closely with the federal agencies and 
national and local land trust partners to identify these priority areas and support this proposal. We 
hope that the Administration's FY15 budget will enable our region to accomplish our shared goals by 
choosing the Chesapeake as a Land and Water Conservation Fund focal area 

We are extremely grateful for your consideration ofour request Please be assured that the investment 
will be highly leveraged by state and local investments in land conservation, habitat creation, 
recreation and tourism development 

Governor 
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July 29, 2013 

 
The Honorable Sally Jewell         The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary                   Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior        U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.                1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240               Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 

As a member of the Virginia General Assembly, I am writing in strong support of the Rivers of the 
Chesapeake collaborative proposal, which seeks to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed to meet shared conservation goals.  The Chesapeake is a national treasure and should be a Land 
and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) conservation focal area in the FY15 budget. 
 

Governor McDonnell has a very ambitious land conservation agenda of protecting 400,000 acres 
across the Commonwealth.  Since 2010, we have conserved 162,853 acres toward that goal, but there are 
still important historic and natural areas in need of protection.  Federal funding would leverage the 
Commonwealth’s ongoing commitment to land conservation and help us protect larger landscapes. 
 

The Rivers of the Chesapeake proposal highlights five focal areas, three of which are located, at least 
in part, in the Commonwealth of Virginia – the middle Potomac, the Rappahannock and the 
James/York/Mouth of the Bay.  The Rappahannock River, in particular, has parcels in immediate need of 
protection.  Near-term development plans threaten the integrity of Fones Cliffs, a landscape evocative of 
the 1600’s, a place of cultural importance to the 300 members of the Rappahannock tribe and an 
unspoiled wooded river corridor that is home to the largest concentration of bald eagles on the East Coast. 
The James and Potomac Rivers also have tremendous conservation potential for their critical historic and 
ecological resources.  The focal areas put forward in this proposal will protect the Chesapeake region for 
future generations. 
 

Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter and commitment to protecting the landscapes of 
the Chesapeake Bay region. 

Sincerely, 

 
William J. Howell 
Speaker, Virginia House of Delegates 
 

cc:  VA Congressional Delegation              
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The Honorable Sally Jewell             The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary               Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior            U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.              1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240             Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 
As Speaker of the House of the Maryland General Assembly, I am writing in strong support of the 
Rivers of the Chesapeake collaborative proposal, which seeks to protect significant landscapes in 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared conservation goals. The Chesapeake is a national 
treasure and should be a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) conservation focal area in the 
FY15 budget. 
 
Maryland has a long history as a conservation leader in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. Our state-
funded land conservation programs have protected over 400,000 acres in Maryland. Nevertheless, 
there are still important historic and natural areas in need of protection. Federal funding would 
leverage our commitment to conservation and help protect larger landscapes. 
 
The Rivers of the Chesapeake proposal highlights five focal areas, three of which are located, at 
least in part, in the State of Maryland – the Potomac, the Nanticoke, and the lower Susquehanna.  
We would be very grateful if you would include the Chesapeake in your future conservation plans.  
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
 

Sincerely, 

 Michael E. Busch 
Speaker 

 
 
cc:  The Honorable Barbara Mikulski 
 The Honorable Ben Cardin 
 The Honorable Steny Hoyer  
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May 24, 2012 

 
 
The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 

We write to support the creation of a “Chesapeake Great Rivers Landscape   
Collaborative,” with lead funding provided by the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  
 

The Chesapeake Bay region, and the states that comprise the watershed, have 
demonstrated the ability to collaborate in order to achieve mutually beneficial outcomes.  The 
overwhelming success of the Chesapeake Bay Program, which achieved its initial land 
conservation goal of protecting 20 percent of the land in Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia by 
2010, serves as a prime example of regional actors working in partnership to accomplish a 
significant goal. 
 

In addition, the Administration’s America’s Great Outdoors initiative listed the Captain 
John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail as a priority project in both Maryland and 
Virginia.  Along with the President’s Chesapeake Executive Order #13508, the Bay has received 
due recognition as a national treasure.  There is currently great interest among citizen groups, 
non-profits, businesses and government actors on all levels to protect our Chesapeake 
landscapes. 
 

While the Administration’s FY13 budget request does not include LWCF funding for the 
Chesapeake region, it does provide funding for “Collaborative Landscape Planning,” which uses 
LWCF dollars from multiple agencies to more strategically protect contiguous landscapes and 
meet shared conservation goals.  We firmly believe that large-scale conservation of our region’s 
landscapes is vital to restoring the health of the Bay and our rivers, preserving working farms 
and forests, protecting the watershed’s character and history, and to ensuring a bright future for 
watershed States and generations of residents to come. 
 

We believe that the region has clearly demonstrated its ability to collaborate effectively 
in order to achieve large scale and shared goals, highlighted by the success of the Chesapeake 
Bay Program.  National attention on the Chesapeake has never been greater thanks to the success 
of the America’s Great Outdoors initiative and the continued implementation of the John Smith 
Trail, the nation’s first water-based historic trail.  Key federal agencies – the National Park  

CHESAPEAKE BAY COMMISSION 
Policy for the Bayx www.chesbay.us 



Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, EPA, U.S. Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, 
and NOAA – already have cooperative programs here.  We believe these successful 
relationships, when joined by the Chesapeake Conservancy and our many other state and private 
partners, will provide the base for creating a Chesapeake LWCF Collaborative.  As a result, we 
respectfully request your support to ensure that the Chesapeake region be listed as an LWCF 
Collaborative focal area. 
 

We greatly appreciate your time and consideration of our request. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Senator Emmett W. Hanger, Jr. (Va.) 
Chairman 
 
 

cc:  Chesapeake Bay Commission members 
       Will Shafroth, Counselor to the Secretary 
        Rhea Suh, Assistant Secretary, Department of Interior 
        John Maounis, Superintendent, National Park Service 
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August 21, 2013 
 
 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell   The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary     Secretary 
U.S. Department of Interior   U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street NW    1400 Independence Avenue SW 
Washington DC 20240   Washington DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 
 
On behalf of the Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs (MCIA), I write in 
strong support of the “Rivers of the Chesapeake” collaborative proposal that seeks 
to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared 
conservation goals. We believe the Chesapeake is a national treasure and should be 
a LWCF conservation focal area in the FY15 budget.  
 
The MCIA and the indigenous people of Maryland have a vested interest in the 
health and enjoyment and, therefore, conservation of the rivers and lands within 
the Chesapeake watershed. As the original resource stewards and river keepers, we 
cherish the watersheds such as the Nanticoke, the Potomac and the many others 
that still bear our names. We cherish the life and culture related to them. From our 
perspective, the treatment of these watersheds within the context of large 
landscape conservation of the Chesapeake watershed is essential to ensuring that 
our children and all the children of the Chesapeake for generations to come may 
thrive and enjoy these resources of our homeland. The tribes of Maryland, 
indigenous organizations and the MCIA are working on their own and with local, 
state and federal agencies and conservation organizations to support the 
conservation of this large indigenous landscape.  
 
Our many rivers that feed this nation’s largest tidal estuary and the Captain John 
Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail provide an innovative framework to 
achieve the President’s conservation and access goals for the region, as outlined by  
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the Executive Order #13508 Strategy for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
and by the Administration’s America’s Great Outdoors report. The “Rivers of the Chesapeake” 
proposal for focusing Land and Water Conservation Fund monies would provide critical resources 
to achieve these goals. Conservation along the focal areas highlighted in the proposal will help to 
conserve lands of natural and cultural significance to the tribes and decedent communities in 
Maryland 
 
We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural and cultural treasure and is worthy of 
receiving Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent 
conservation needs. Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter and commitment to 
protecting our nation’s treasured landscapes. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Thomas W. Windsor, II 
Chairman 
Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs 
 
 
 
cc:  The Honorable Martin O’Malley  

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski  
The Honorable Ben Cardin  
The Honorable Elijah Cummings  
The Honorable John Delaney 
The Honorable Donna Edwards  
The Honorable Andy Harris  
The Honorable Steny Hoyer  
The Honorable C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger  
The Honorable John Sarbanes  
The Honorable Chris Van Hollen  
The Honorable Michael Busch  
The Honorable Mike Miller  
Joseph Gill, Secretary, Maryland Department of Natural Resources  
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The Honorable Sally Jewell     The Honorable Tom Vilsack 

Secretary       Secretary 

U.S. Department of Interior     U.S. Department of Agriculture 

1849 C Street NW      1400 Independence Avenue SW 

Washington DC 20240     Washington DC 20250 

 

Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 

 

On behalf of the Maryland Indian Tourism Association, I write in strong support of the “Rivers of the 

Chesapeake” collaborative proposal that seeks to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay 

watershed to meet shared conservation goals. We believe the Chesapeake is a national treasure and 

should be a LWCF conservation focal area in the FY15 budget.  

 

Our many rivers that feed this nation’s largest tidal estuary, the Captain John Smith Chesapeake 

National Historic Trail and the Maryland Indian Heritage Trial, provide an innovative framework to 

achieve the President’s conservation and access goals for the region, as outlined by the Executive 

Order #13508 Strategy for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and by the 

Administration’s America’s Great Outdoors report. The “Rivers of the Chesapeake” proposal for 

focusing Land and Water Conservation Fund monies would provide critical resources to achieve these 

goals. Conservation along the focal areas highlighted in the proposal will help to conserve lands of 

natural and cultural significance to the tribes and decedent communities in Maryland. 

 

We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural and cultural treasure and is worthy of 

receiving Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent conservation 

needs. Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter and commitment to protecting our 

nation’s treasured landscapes. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Rico Newman 

Chairman 

 

CC:  The Honorable Martin O’Malley  

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski  

The Honorable Ben Cardin  

The Honorable Elijah Cummings  

The Honorable John Delaney 

The Honorable Donna Edwards  

 

 

 

           Rico Newman

rnewman


rnewman
August 5, 2013



August 5, 2013
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The Honorable Andy Harris  

The Honorable Steny Hoyer  

The Honorable C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger  

The Honorable John Sarbanes  

The Honorable Chris Van Hollen  

The Honorable Michael Busch  

The Honorable Mike Miller  

Joseph Gill, Secretary, Maryland Department of Natural Resources  

 
 

















 
 
 

 

August 19, 2013 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell   The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary     Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior   U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.    1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240    Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 
On behalf of the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge I write in strong support of the Rivers of the Chesapeake 
collaborative proposal that seeks to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared 
conservation goals. We believe the Chesapeake is a national treasure and should be a Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) conservation focal area in the FY15 budget. 

The Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge has recently conserved 825 acres in the Nanticoke River watershed. The 
Refuge remains committed to the conservation of large landscapes in its organization’s jurisdiction in the Chesapeake 
watershed. 

The many rivers that feed our nation’s largest tidal estuary and the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic 
Trail, provide an innovative framework to achieve the President’s conservation and access goals for the region, as 
outlined by the Executive Order #13508 Strategy for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and by 
the Administration’s America’s Great Outdoors report. 

We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural treasure and is worthy of receiving Land and Water 
Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent conservation needs. Thank you for your time, consideration 
of this matter, and commitment to protecting our nation’s treasured landscapes. 

Sincerely, 

 
Martin F. O’Connor, President 
Friends of Blackwater NWR 
 



 

info@riverfriends.org ● www.riverfriends.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
August 16, 2013 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell             The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary               Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior            U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.              1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240             Washington, DC 20250 
 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 
 
On behalf of Friends of the Rappahannock, I write in strong support of the Rivers of the 
Chesapeake collaborative proposal that seeks to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed to meet shared conservation goals. We believe the Chesapeake is a national 
treasure and should be a LWCF conservation focal area in the FY15 budget. 

Friends of the Rappahannock has conserved nearly 5,000 acres in the Rappahannock River 
watershed. We remain committed to the conservation of large landscapes in our organization’s 
jurisdiction in the Chesapeake watershed. 

The many rivers that feed our nation’s largest tidal estuary and the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Trail, provide an innovative framework to achieve the President’s 
conservation and access goals for the region, as outlined by the Executive Order #13508 Strategy 
for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and by the Administration’s 
America’s Great Outdoors report. 

We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural treasure and is worthy of receiving 
Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent conservation 
needs. Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter, and commitment to protecting our 
nation’s treasured landscapes. 

Sincerely, 

 

John Tippett 
Executive Director , Friends of the Rappahannock 

 

 
 
 

 
Friends of the Rappahannock 

Advocacy x Restoration x Education 
Headquarters  

3219 Fall Hill Ave.  Fredericksburg, VA  22401 ● 540-373-3448 
Tidal Office  

512 N. Church Ln. Office B, Tappahannock, VA 22560 ● 804-443-3448 
 



 

 
 

August 19, 2013 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell             The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary               Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior            U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.              1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240             Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 
 
On behalf of the Izaak Walton League of America, I write in strong support of the Rivers of the 
Chesapeake collaborative proposal that seeks to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed to meet shared conservation goals. We believe the Chesapeake is a national 
treasure and should be a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) focal area in the fiscal year 
(FY) 2015 budget. 
 
The Izaak Walton League has restored more than 6 miles of stream banks in the Susquehanna 
River and Potomac River watersheds and our volunteers regularly monitor the water quality of 
hundreds of streams throughout the Chesapeake Bay watershed. We are committed to the 
conservation of large landscapes throughout the Chesapeake region. 
 
The many rivers that feed our nation’s largest tidal estuary and the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Trail provide an innovative framework to achieve the President’s 
conservation and access goals for the region, as outlined by the Executive Order #13508 Strategy 
for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and by the Administration’s 
America’s Great Outdoors report. 
 
We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national treasure and worthy of investment through 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, which will help meet the most urgent conservation 
needs throughout the watershed. Thank you for your time and commitment to protecting our 
nation’s treasured landscapes. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott Kovarovics 
Executive Director 













 
 

 
 
Land Trust of Virginia, P.O. Box 14, Middleburg, Virginia 20118 
Phone: (540) 687-8441    Email: don@landtrustva.org 

 
 
 
 

     
 
August 12, 2013 
 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary Secretary        
U.S. Department of the Interior U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W. 1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 Washington, DC 20250 
 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 
On behalf of the Land Trust of Virginia, its members, and its Board of Directors, I 
write in strong support of the Rivers of the Chesapeake collaborative proposal that 
seeks to protect significant landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared 
conservation goals.  We believe the Chesapeake is a national treasure and should be a 
Land and Water Conservation Fund conservation focal area in the FY15 budget. 
 
The Land Trust of Virginia has conserved approximately 12,600 acres in the Potomac, 
Rappahannock, and James River watersheds.  We remain committed to the 
conservation of large landscapes in our organization’s jurisdiction in the Chesapeake 
watershed. 
 
The many rivers that feed our nation’s largest tidal estuary and the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Trail provide an innovative framework to achieve the 
President’s conservation and access goals for the region, as outlined in the Executive 
Order #13508 Strategy for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
and the Administration’s America’s Great Outdoors report. 
 
We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural treasure and is worthy of 
receiving Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent 
conservation needs.  Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter, and 
commitment to protecting our nation’s treasured landscapes. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Donald J. Owen  
Executive Director 
 
 
cc:  State and federally elected officials  
 Joel Dunn, Executive Director, Chesapeake Conservancy 
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Rappahannock Wildlife Refuge Friends Group 
P.O. Box 1565 
Warsaw, VA 22572 
804-366-6851 
 
August 15, 2013 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell             The Honorable Tom Vilsack 
Secretary               Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior            U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.              1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240             Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Rappahannock Wildlife Refuge Friends Group in strong support of 
the Rivers of the Chesapeake collaborative proposal, which seeks to protect significant 
landscapes in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to meet shared conservation goals. The Chesapeake 
is a national treasure and should be a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) conservation 
focal area in the FY15 budget. 
 
Our many rivers that feed this nation’s largest tidal estuary and the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Trail provide an innovative framework to achieve the President’s 
conservation and access goals for the region, as outlined by the Executive Order #13508 Strategy 
for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and by the Administration’s 
America’s Great Outdoors report. The Rivers of the Chesapeake proposal for focusing Land and 
Water Conservation Fund monies would provide critical resources to achieve these goals and 
help us protect larger landscapes. 
 



We firmly believe the Chesapeake Bay is a national natural and cultural treasure and is worthy of 
receiving Land and Water Conservation Funds to act upon the watershed’s most urgent 
conservation needs. Thank you for your time, consideration of this matter and commitment to 
protecting our nation’s treasured landscapes. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ann Graziano, President 
 







 

 
 

August 22, 2013 
 
The Honorable Sally Jewell, Secretary The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior  U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1849 C Street, N.W.    1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20240   Washington, DC 20250 
 
Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack: 
 
On behalf of The Nature Conservancy’s programs in Virginia and Maryland, we are writing to offer our 
strong support for including the Rivers of the Chesapeake as one of the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) collaborative projects in the President’s budget for fiscal year 2015.   The Nature 
Conservancy has deep roots in land conservation efforts around the Chesapeake Bay, and such work 
will remain central to our larger conservation strategies in this landscape well into the future.   Much of 
that protection work has been accomplished in close partnership with federal agencies, most notably 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at Blackwater, Eastern Shore of Virginia, and Rappahannock River 
Valley National Wildlife Refuges.    
 
Much of the discussion and attention on the Chesapeake Bay has been focused on addressing the Bay’s 
serious water quality impairments.   While such a focus is understandable, we also need to appreciate, 
value, and protect the many healthy and intact habitats found along the Bay and its tributaries.    These 
special places remain the heart of the Bay and their protection is essential to the Bay’s continued 
resilience and its ultimate restoration.   The need to focus on land protection is well reflected in the 
Executive Order #13508 Strategy for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and by 
the Administration’s America’s Great Outdoors report.  By targeting actions, encouraging cooperation, 
and providing a blueprint for ambitious but achievable at-scale success, the Rivers of the Chesapeake 
LWCF collaborative project will provide badly needed resources to achieve these and other established 
conservation objectives.    
 
We firmly believe that the Chesapeake Bay is a natural and cultural treasure and is worthy of receiving 
Land and Water Conservation Funds to seize on the watershed’s many pressing and increasingly 
fleeting conservation opportunities.   As such, we urge you to include the Rivers of the Chesapeake 
collaborative in the FY2015 budget and to accelerate your departments’ proud record of 
accomplishment in this iconic landscape.  Thank you for your consideration of this important request. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Michael Lipford    Elizabeth Gray 
Virginia Director    Maryland Director 

The Nature Conservancy in Virginia 
490 Westfield Road 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 

The Nature Conservancy in Maryland 
5410 Grosvenor Lane, Suite 100 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
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U.S., groups working to
open more public access
to Chesapeake
By Darryl Fears, Published: July 28

It’s so big that it can be seen from space — 11,684 miles
of shimmering shoreline, equaling the distance of the entire
West Coast, from Mexico to Canada. But in this boiling-hot
summer, good luck trying to get your boat or your body
into the refreshing waters of the Chesapeake Bay.

Only 2 percent of the bay has public access points for kayaks, canoes, fishing, bathing and other recreation. And
some of those places are so packed with visitors on sunny weekends that motorists are forced to drive away or
wait until someone leaves.

The development of farmland and sales of private homes, combined with the deterioration of aging public docks
and ramps, have blocked access to the bay and its rivers and streams from the general public.

“I call it the world’s biggest gated community, the Chesapeake Bay. There are probably 100 beaches in Anne
Arundel County, but they are private beaches,” said Mike Lofton, a retired economic development executive
and an activist for bay access whose efforts helped open a public beach at Jack Creek Park, south of Annapolis,
last week. “For the general Jack and Jill, there’s no other beach to go to.”

Realizing that lack of access would also turn people away from concerns about the health of the nation’s largest
estuary and cradle for much of the Atlantic Ocean’s marine life, President Obama issued an executive order
three years ago to build 300 access points by 2025 — to complement slightly more than a thousand that exist in
the bay watershed — but progress is slow.

The National Park Service has teamed with governments in the Chesapeake Bay region, including Maryland,
Virginia and the District, to fund and construct about 30 water-access points, said John Davy, outdoor
recreation resource planner for the Park Service.

Nonprofit groups such as the National Parks Conservation Association, Potomac Riverkeeper and West-Rhode
Riverkeeper also are pushing for ways to get people to the water.

The conservation association launched Freedom to Float in January to encourage residents to paddle the
transportation and communication corridors of Native Americans and American colonists, and walk historic trails
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such as the Captain John Smith Chesapeake and Star-Spangled Banner national historic trails.

“We’ve been saving the bay from pollution for years, and it’s hard to get people invested in saving the rivers if
they can’t get to them,” said Ed Stierli, the association’s landscape conservation fellow for national parks in the
Chesapeake.

Access to the bay and its tributaries is a larger issue than people just wanting to get their feet wet. A National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation study two years ago found that recreational power boating generated nearly
$33 billion in revenue nationwide and $5 billion for the Chesapeake Bay region’s economy.

A 2006 study by the Active Outdoor Recreation Economy found that paddle-based recreation — canoes,
kayaks and such, along with fishing — have a national economic value of $97.5 billion.

On a more basic level, impoverished anglers across six states rely on the fish they catch to feed their families,
said Pam Goddard, Chesapeake and Virginia program manager for the association.

About 17 million residents live in the Chesapeake Bay region — Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware,
Pennsylvania, New York and the District. Each state drafts a periodic Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan, known as a SCORP, that has shown that people want more paths to streams, rivers and the
bay.

A 2011 Outdoor Recreation Participation Report by the nonprofit Outdoor Foundation showed a 33 percent
increase in kayaking, paddle-boarding and wind surfing in 2010 over the previous year. A similar survey that
year in Virginia found a 70 percent increase in canoeing and kayaking over the past five years.

But a 64-mile stretch along the southern bank of the tidal James River, for example, has no regularly open access
sites. “And there are long stretches of the Rappa​hannock, Potomac, Susquehanna, Nanticoke and other rivers,
as well as the shoreline of the Bay where the public has little or no access to the water,” according to the
Chesapeake Bay Public Access Plan drawn up by the Park Service last year.

In some urban areas such as the District, there are seven-to-15-mile stretches where people can’t get to water.
The result: trespassing, a lack of concern about the region’s storied American Revolution and Civil War history,
and apathy about eco-tourism.

Stierli is worried. “The Park Service has been moving along, but a lot of it comes down to funding . . . and the
Park Service is underfunded and have limited funds for a lot of these access sites.”

That’s not entirely true, said Davy of the Park Service. Working with states and nonprofit groups is helping the
Park Service develop access points at a steady pace, he said. Davy expressed optimism about reaching the goal
of 300 new sites in 16 years.

“We provide technical assistance; sites are built by partners through our partner relationships,” he said.

Lofton and several companions weren’t willing to wait for the state or federal government to burn a path to a
beach in a county surrounded by water.

In “some of the best locations, the county requires you to get a permit” to walk a beach, Lofton said. The 30-
day permits rival those for “immigration into the U.S.,” Lofton said, because of the details required to complete
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them. “They’re very discouraging,” he said.

Walking on the county’s Beverly Triton Beach required a permit until recently, Lofton said. The requirement was
dropped after he and his associates complained.

Opening Jack Creek to the public took more planning, he said. A committee was formed to draw up a proposal
for a modest parking lot that “could be created without a lot of complex permitting,” said Lofton, who is on the
West-Rhode Riverkeeper board.

The winding path to the beach through brush isn’t for the faint of heart, with all the bugs along the way. But it’s
worth it to Lofton.

“I routinely see bald eagles,” he said. “It is a gorgeous sight.” Too many people might scare away the eagles, so
the county should spread them out. “We clearly need lots of places like this,” Lofton said.

That won’t be easy for the Park Service, a county or any government agency. Farmland that dominated the
region is being sold to developers, who are building pricey houses and selling them to wealthy residents.

Homeowners frown on trespassers, who sometimes talk loudly and leave trash. On the other hand, Lofton said,
the bay and its tributaries belong to the people.

“They’re concerned about their quality of life; they’re protective of it. I can understand a concern about more
people and more boats being overwhelming,” Lofton said.

But “it’s the public’s property. You’re darn right. And we paid for it with flush fees and storm-water fees,” he
said. “Doggone it, if you’re going to make everybody pay, then everybody should benefit.”
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