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Native History
Serving as an American Indian
thoroughfare for thousands of
years, the Susquehanna River
moved peoples up and down its
length, connecting the Iroquois
nations to the various peoples of
the Chesapeake and beyond. The
Iroquois, or Haudenosaunee, as
they are known as today, are a
league of six nations that came
together in the precolonial era to
form a powerful confederacy. The
Mohawk, Onondaga, Seneca, Ca-
yuga, Tuscarora, and Oneida Na-
tions traversed the Susquehanna
for reasons of warfare with the
Catawba, or for transport and

trade, exchanging beaver pelts
and deer skins with the Europe-
ans and various American Indian
tribes at the confluence of the
river's North and West Branches.
In the 21st century, Haudeno-
saunee culture remains vibrant.
The Haudenosaunee Environ-
mental Task Force is working
hard to bring attention to the o
many environmental issues that
affect native communities and

is guided by their environmental
philosophy “to harvest only what
you can eat or use, consider the
Seven Unbern Generations, and
give thanks.”
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More than 100 state forest areas, maps, brochures, and signposts. =
and state and local parks offer  The'river itself offers opportuni- 4
opportunities for hiking, biking,  ties for kayaking, canoeing, and /
photography, and wildlife watch-  rafting on one of its many water =
ing. Look for bald eagles trails, such as the Captain John *
at Susquehanna State Park, Smith Chesapeake National His-
cross-country ski at Arnold toric Trail and the Susquehanna
Lake State Forest, and hike the  River Water Trail-West Branch.
Appalachian National Scenic Unfortunately, public access
Trail at Michaux State Forest. areas along the Susquehanna /
There is even a driving tour—the “are limited and sorely needed -‘——-‘- e
Susquehanna River Birding and  throughout the river corridor to A
Wildlife Trail—linking the re- reconnect the region’s communi-
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different than today. Instead of large hydroelectric 5

dams, the river would be punctuated by numerous
man-made eel weirs—stone formations in a char-
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acteristic V-shape used to catch eels as they swam
downstream. These formations are still visible along
the West Branch and main branch of the river.
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. "’/ Not.even mountains can contain the mighty
' // Susquehanna. Over millions of years, the river
; has cut through five ridges of the Appalachian
M Mountains north of Harrisburg, forming what are
now known as the “five gaps.” While the exact
7 . - process of their formation is unknown, they are a
GREE"’W_@? F‘TlE Pﬁ ; unique and beautiful geological feature and have
been designated a “National Natural Landmark” by
the National Park Service.
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named after Cooper’s father, was
also home to James's daughter,
Susan Fenimore Cooper, the true
nature writer in the family. An
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or Life in the Woods, giving

rise to generations of nature
enthusiasts and conservationists
throughout the landscape.
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cold water streams; and the east-
ern coyote and reintroduced elk
roam the forests. Waterfowl, rap-
tors, and songbirds also abound
as the Atlantic Flyway traverses
the river corridor bringing tens
of thousands of tundra swans
and snow geese, bald eagles and
red-tailed hawks, and warblers,
orioles, and tanagers to the area.

carried by the Susquehanna.
Dams make it difficult for fish
species to reach their spawn-
ing grounds and for boaters

to traverse large portions of
the river. These structures also
retain sediment and nutrients,
but have recently reached their
carrying capacity. During acute
storm events, large amounts
of sediment and nutrients are
forced over the dam causing
widespread environmental
damage to the Chesapeake, as
its natural resources are unable
to absorb this sudden influx of
sediment and nutrients.




